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March 13, 2004

Congressman Joe Baca
201 North “E” Street, Suite 102
San Bernardino, CA 92401

SUBJECT: New information for child protection system investigation
Dear Congressman Baca:

| want to draw your attention to a recent development in Europe that may help you
organize the information you have received and provide an example for comparison.

Documentary film producer Peter Neumann and Historian Marco Leuenberger have
exposed the existence of a Swiss government sponsored child slave trade that
operated from prior to 1850 to 1950, over one hundred years, under the guise of family
welfare and child protection.

| suggest that you obtain a copy of Peter Neumann’s documentary and Marco
Leuenberger’s Thesis, “Verdingkinder. Geschichte der armenrechtlichen
Kinderfursorge im Kanton Bern 1847-1945, 211 S., 1991." | am attaching copies of two
English language articles about the Verdingkinder Scandal.

This historical event is relevant to your investigation because the Swiss Verdingkinder
system has identifiable elements in common with the United States child protection
system you are investigating. The social processes | have identified common to both
systems are:

1. Poor families required to register with the Government. (US Public Assistance,
Welfare, Medicaid, Medicare and numerous other special programs.)

2. Once registered with the Government, Parents were subjected to ongoing
monitoring to determine if "the best interest of the child" was served by removing
the child from the home and placing the child in the Verdingkinder system.

3. Children who aged out of the system were not intellectually and emotionally
prepared for adult life, especially marital relationships.

4. Decisions about the "best interest of the child" were made by Government
employees using subjective criteria.

5. Children auctioned off or distributed under government sanction. (US Child
Protection Agencies post pictures of children held for adoption on the internet
and foster parents are enticed with additional household income generated by
foster children.)

6. Children physically abused, starved, and malnourished by State and foster
custodians.

7. Children sexually abused by State and foster custodians.



8. Children murdered by State and foster custodians.

9. Children economically exploited. (In the Swiss system by the middlemen,
farmers and businesses using the child labor; In the US system by State
employees who wrongfully seize children for federal funds to meet the agency
payroll, by psychiatrists, psychologists and social workers filing fraudulent
insurance claims and crime victim therapy service provider claims for
nonexistent or fictitious child crime victims, and by attorneys, prosecutors, child
abuse investigators, juvenile court judges, and civil court judges who exploit
false child abuse allegation to sustain their income, power or prestige.)

10. Criminal activity was concealed with the absence of records, falsified records
and incomplete records.

11. Government agencies paid fees and subsidies to State and foster custodians
who physically abused, murdered, sexually abused and economically exploited
children.

12. Law enforcement agencies ignored or covered up criminal acts against
children by State and foster custodians.

13. When prosecutions did occur for crimes against <I>Verdingkinder</I>, the
punishment was minor compared to the crime.

14. The operation intended to benefit poor families and children became an
organized criminal enterprise economically, physically, and sexually exploiting
children.

15. Government officials and media not directly involved in the criminal activity
refused to believe that a child slave trade could have developed in a civilized
nation like Switzerland.

16. The economic exploitation of children in the Swiss system did not end until a
cheaper means of farm production than child slave labor was found.

17. The Swiss child slave trade also expanded and operated outside of
Government control. (The private purchasing and sale of children in the US is
conducted by private child brokers and child adoption attorneys.)

To possibly assist you in making sense of this information and all the evidence books
you have received, | would like to point out to you what | consider the two most
important relevant bits of wisdom imparted to me. One of the people I interviewed for
my Masters Thesis on World War Il intelligence operations provided an insight that has
proven true with regard to the evolution of nefarious and evil human enterprises over
time, “Things never really change, they just get more sophisticated.” | think this should
be kept in mind when comparing the Verdingkinder scandal with the criminal activity in
the current United States child protection system.

The other bit of wisdom is Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s insight that for men to do evil they
must first believe they are doing good.

Thank you for your efforts to find the truth.

Sincerely,

James Roger Brown
Director



http://www.swisgifo.org/sen/swssnfo.htmPsteSect=105&sid=4749883
Historianreveas tragedy of Swes clild trade

swissnfo

February29, 20@ 12:®@ PM []

Marco Lelerbege was ngiredby his fathers diildhood & a'Verdngkind (swissnfo)

Slawe bhlour, beatings, £xud aluse, ea ard isoktion werethenom for thousards of
"Verdingkinder”, or "disarded chdrer’, who were gien awayor sold as cheealabour
until the 1950s.

HistoranMarco Lelwerberge told svissnfo tha thetime hascome for reaprasd of
thisdark episde.

Leuenberger was ten years old whenféther first tdd him of his chidhood as a
discarded chdl. Also aged ten, hifather lad to endure the dgigrind of gettig up at
5am ard working until lateinto the right.

Inspred byhis father and thousandas$ chidrenlike him, Leuenkerger in1991
embarled an a hug research projed to explore this dak chapter in Switzedand's
history.

The discarded cliiren were usuaflorphans,liegitimate o came fom the porest
famlies anl they were either gan awayor sdd to farmers.

"Most of these chdrenwere used as ehp &bour, expited phgicaly or even
sexually abused," L euenberger concludes in his study.

Leuenbeger and dher historians ae calling for a natonwide research projed to be
carred out mto the trde n "Verdngkinde™”, while mary of theseforme child labourers
are stil dive.

swissnfo: Were cHdrengiven awayor sold throughouSwitzerand?

Marco Leuenbeger. Yes, especially in Geman-sgaking Switzerland in the Rotestant
cantors, troughako n Cattolic aeas. t ako lapend in [Frerch-speaking] canton
Vaud. It is dso knownthat dildrenfrom[ltalianspeaking] canton Ticino weae seait to
work as chimney sveeps in northern Italy.

swissnfo: How manyof these ‘\érdirgkinder' were there?

M.L.: For years the tra@ nwolved nore tharl0,000chldren[everyyear]. But it's very
difficut to cane yp with anegimatebeausethere s ro evdenceavaialle gior to
1820. There were alsolots o children who were traded without the knawvledge o the
local authorities.

swisshfo: How did Swis authoritis manage tis chid trade?



M.L.: Poo fanilies were érced toregiger with thei localauthority eery year. It was
thendecded vhether dl the imly menbe's wae [ackquaely] provided br.
Authorities inthe 19h century had the righo separat the porestfamilies.

There were 1o criteria that [farmers] had to fulfil t o receive a"V erdingkind”. They only
had toprove that heyneeded more cheap worke

swissnfo: Why did the authdtiesturn a bind eye to he abuses conitted against
thesechildren?

M.L.: There wasa different perspective atthe ime. Today wespeak eout children's
rights and children's right to education. But those kinds of considerations ddn't figure in
the 1800s. Lots of clirenhad to wok. Poverty was a hugeoblemat the time

And eventhough there were aitics of the sysem even back then, these were woices in
the wilderness.

swissnfo: Did these diildren suffer physicdly fromthework they hal to do?

M.L.: That was often the cas€heywere often gientoo little to eat [whit stunted
ther growth].

There were dso enotional s@rs. Lots ofthese dsarded dildrencoddnt cope with
adut life. Statisits slow that manyf themturned tocrime.

swisshfo: And these didren were @lo often sexubl abused?

M.L.: I found dozens ofases ofexuakhbusen court fles, most of whih rever
becane pubic. problemwas usudy sohed bymoving the ciid to another plae.

people wb commited these acts were setimes fned, but nevemprisoned.
swisgnfo: Did some rejected children complain or rebel?
M.L.: Same tied to, but they usally didn't find anyme willing to listen.

swisshfo: Chldrenwereauctonedoff in smeplaces aslate agshe ®30s How wee
these auctionalowed to happemifree” Swizerland?

M.L.: It's not passble to explai that. And arexphnaton wasri'required at the tim
Three Verdingknde' from the Ja famly during tre 19Ds (SFDRS)
swissinfa Some famer Verdingkinder, dong with histaians and pditicians, are cdling

for a hstoricalreappraial of this subgct. What progress hasdn nade?

M.L.: We wart to carry out a nationwe research pregt, whichwould take up tottree



years But sofar we have't found any spport. We could work jointly with the
uniersties or look for priate fharcing.

swissnfo: What are the maiabstacles?

M.L.: Therearevey few souces avalalde. Locd authortiesard achives orly stow
the bareifjuresand there areery few written accountgdm the vttims. That's wi we
launched an appean Swis televsion for former regcted cHdrento come érward.

swissnfo: There've @ao been callfor some form of compeation for these ingtices.

M.L.: At the vey least local auhorities should acknowledgethe erors committed in he
pas. And they stould isswe anapobgyto allforme Verdngknde.

swissinfa Do you think that theseformer Verdingkinder will live to seetheir sufering
acknowedged?

M.L.: I hope so. I'm coident, even though thesebeemo defnite supportfor our
project yet. We aanot tackle trg abne.

swisshfo-intervew: Renat Kini (translatbn: Vanesa Mock)

URL of this story
http



http://www.tekgraphco.uk/newBnain.jhtm?xml=/nens/200403/14/wsviss14.xl&sSh
ed=/news/2004/03/14/ixworld.html

‘No one could élp meescape'
By Kim Wilsher
(Filed: 4/032004)

Tens of thousais of unvanted Swss clidren were sal inauctions or gienawayas
cheapdbour untithe 1950s, accordjto a shockig telerision documetary whch
hasforcedthe murtry to canfront a daik chager of its reert past.

Many of the chid workers, known a¥erdirgkinder (disceded chidren), ended up
being beaten ard sexualy abused after passng under the auctioneer's hamme in
Swiss provigial towns.

Theywere haded to farmers omttory owners, who were jpba feeby local
authoritiesto feed ad house thenAlthough the clhirenwere supposed to be paid a
basc wage for her work, in practice ranywere teatel as slags.

Historians estinate that as margs 12,000 chldrenof poor faniies, some athem
infants aad many with mmaried o divorced mothers, were given avay o sad during
the 1930s done. Thetrade finally ended only in the decade after the Second World
War, wheninceagd armmeclansaton neart less reed ér youthiul labour.

Pder Neumam, the dbcumertaty film-maker whosework hasforced Switzerlard to
aknowledyeits tnconfortable pag, first heard of theordeal of theVerdingkinder, from
his grandfathe.

"I was somovedby the sories d his grelling childhoal, and his stuggle © put the
past belid him, that | deded to esearchnto the sulect,” he sal.

He found that surving Verdngkinder wererequentlyreluctant to dredge up pairhf
memories of nalnourisiment, overwork,physical and semal abuse.

"I found that mary former discarded children still haverit come o terms with ther
experiences,” he said. "For some, the memaies of being physically and sexually
alusa runtoo deep. Taystil feelsonelow aslaned alout ther pas.”

Turi Honegger, one of only a handful of Verdingkinder willing to talk of ther terrible
experiences, was just 14 yeas dd when hewas taken away to work on afarm.

"My lif e cansised o working and $eeping; he sad. "There wasvely little food and
everpne shuned ne. | remerber elng invisible, like | didrit exst. | ae and ®pt
unde the stirs, well away from the familydinnertable.| was shuned by eveyone

ard no o coutl hdp me esape”

Mr Honegger, now 80 years dd and a retired journdist, sad tha he was regularly
beaten p thefarmer for whomhe worked. "Evergne would turn awawhenhe fit me.

"Once he bat me sobadly tha his wife taok pity on me,cleanel up my wound and



pu me to ked- but the farmerwas © amgry that ke daggedme ou ard threw me nto
the stables.

"He kept me bckedup br dgys andtold ne to et the animal feed. It'svery panful for
me to thnk back to thos times."

Marco Lelerbege, ahistoranwho ha reeachedthepracticeard is pealing for
more Verdngkinder to come forward, shi"We eimate that betweenvie ard 10 per
cent of all Swiss dhildren may have been sdd or sent away by ther families to work in
the countryside between 1850 and 1950.

He is camaigning for the Swiss governmieto estbisha national regier d those
affected.

The trade in surplus or unwanted children started during the ealy 19th certury.
Althowghit was particuarly widesprea in the Germanspeaking cantors of
Switzerland, it occurred elsavhere aswell: boys knowvn as"black brothers™ were sent
from the Italan-speakig regon of Tkino, across the border work as chinrey
sweeps in Italy.

Historiars s§ that t isimposshle to estalishexactly how nmary youngsers wee
involved because norecords existbefae 1820, and ®me were traded without the
knowledge of locaauthaities.

In the Bern regin abne, an estaed 300,000 chdren were put to forced &bour
between 1850 ard 1900. Public auctions for the Verdingkinder were gill being held in
Swiss towns and Nages irthe 1930s.

"It's astonishing that these slave auctions were dlowed to hgppenin Switzerland," said
Mr Leueteger. 'One exlamtion s tha at the tme t was gpoor agrcultural courtry
and there was desperate needrfcheapdbour. Poofamnilies were dérced toregiger
with ther localautlority everyyear.

"They decidel whether all the family nemberswere adcequately provided for, and in he
19th centuy theyhad the right tdreak up the parestfamilies.

"There were ro criteria that farmers hal to fulfill t o receive aVerdingkind. They only
had to prove tht theyneededmore cleap vorkers."

He said that his researchchuncovered recds of "dozens focases" of sxual albise
of the childen, which wee uswally addesse by moving hem toa different location.

Mr Honeggger sdd that he tied to write abait the panful episock in his - and
Switzerbnds - past i book about his Vemlgkinder expgerces, 20 gars ago, but
wasadvsedto "tone dowh his work.

"My publisher bld me tocut chagers aut and o rewrite and tone down my accaint
because he thought that no one would bdieve tha this kind of thing had happened in
Switzerlrd. It wastaboo to tallalout it in pwlic.”
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